Pure perceptual-based sequence learning: a role for visuospatial attention.
Learning the structure of a sequence of target locations when target location is not the response dimension and the sequence of target locations is uncorrelated with the sequence of responses is called pure perceptual-based sequence learning. The paradigm introduced by G. Remillard (2003) was used to determine whether orienting of visuospatial attention is an important component of the learning process. Three experiments revealed that the presence of an attention-capturing distractor impaired learning, whereas the presence of a distractor that was expected not to capture attention did not impair learning. These results suggest that the learning mechanism associates only those locations receiving visuospatial attention.